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South Bruce Peninsula has backed out a resolution that approved a budget with Power Budd, a
firm that has been working with the town on the controversial water and sewer pipelines.

This surprise move came after a committee of the whole meeting on Monday, March 15 and was
supported by everyone except Mayor Carl Noble and councillor Mark Wunderlich.

Council also voted to inform the firm in writing that it is not to do anymore work for them until a
contract has been negotiated. Council has turned the contract over to a lawyer for
recommendations.

A contract with Power Budd had never been signed but council had approved a budget with them,
said Mayor Carl Noble. Noble said a letter was received from the town’s lawyer that suggested the
town back out of the budget until he (the lawyer) had time to study the contract.

Noble said there was also a resolution coming out at Monday night’s meeting (March 22) to cancel
any dealings with Power Budd.

“The biggest problem is that we are losing time,” said the Mayor. We can’t do anything now until
we get some resolution from council whether they want to proceed.” He said Power Budd has
been working for the town for over two years and has done a lot of work for them.

He said that council wants to promote economic development and asked what better way than
with sewers and water, stating that there were three subdivisions and a 480 home adult living
centre that would be built if there were sewer and water.

“We were elected by the people to do a job and it bothers me when council can’t follow through
on it. We have had three requests for referendums on different items and you just can’t do that.”

He also expressed frustration that people didn’t go and seek information when they should. “I’m
pushing it (regional pipeline) because it is a benefit to the municipality. But everyone will have to
realize it will be council’s decision, not just mine. We live in a democracy.

Councillors came under heavy fire at a regular meeting March 8 when Dian Wood of Sauble and
Jim Porter called for a referendum and presented a 484 name petition opposed to the pipeline
that had been signed at a public meeting held in Hepworth.

“We are here to protest the way the majority of council has disregarded its constituents,” said
Wood who also called for Mayor Noble to resign.

At the same meeting, councillor Jay Kirkland said that if the town received 2/3 funding for the
project, “my hand is going in the air,” but if they didn’t, then the people should have a right to
vote on it and made a resolution to that effect.

Councillor Pat Varley went a step further and made a resolution that the issue be put to a
referendum regardless of funding. Both resolutions were tabled and discussed at the COW
meeting March 15.
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As a result a new resolution stating that “the Town of South Bruce Peninsula hereby confirm that
Council will proceed with the detailed design and construction of regional Water and Sewage
Project only upon confirmation of sufficient senior government funding. However, council will
continue to pursue funding for water and sewage initiatives. If at such point and time the Town of
South Bruce Peninsula is successful in obtaining substantial funding from the Provincial and
Federal Governments, the town will, prior to proceeding, permit residents within the affected area
to express their approval or disapproval of the proposed project, by way of petition,” was to have
been brought forward at Monday night’s (March 22) council meeting. (Too late for deadline.)
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